Prince Monmouth
Thousand/' The peasants for miles round flocked to see
their Protestant Prince, whose wealthy western friend kept
open house, and after the festivities he drove away in a
coach drawn by a famous team of Oldenburg coach-horses
which his Whig host had presented to him* Charles took
notice of Thynne's courtesies to his son by removing him
from the command of a regiment of horse in the Wiltshire
militia, which he bestowed on Colonel Penruddock, of
whom we hear more later.
From Longleat he went to White Lackington, the
house of George Speke, and everywhere, the chronicler
tells us, the lanes and hedges were crowded with men,
women and children strewing his path with flowers, and
shouting, "God bless King Charles and the Protestant
Duke !" No less than two thousand horsemen rode out
to .meet the Duke, and when he took refreshment under a
Spanish chestnut tree in Speke's demesne twenty thousand
country folk swarmed into the park to gaze on their hero.
Ford Abbey was another of the great country houses
where he was royally received by Edmund Prideaux, who
was treated at the time of the Bloody Assize most wickedly
and unjustly by James and his friends, in revenge for this
act of hospitality. But it was on leaving Mr Speke's, and
stopping at the White Lodge in Hinton Park to partake of
a junket, that the miracle occurred which caused such great
wonder, and was the origin of so much devotion among
the simple people of the West.
There was a woman named Elizabeth Parcet who,
hearing that the Duke was at Hinton, had gone out to
meet him. She suffered, poor thing, from scrofula, and
when she found^the Duke in the midst of a number of
county gentlemen and their servants, she rushed through
the crowd and touched his hand. Within two days the
terrible disease of the King's Evil had left her, and all her
sores were healed. This was duly accredited by Henry
Clark, minister of Crewkerne, and printed in a broadsheet
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